
122 Part I  •  Foundations of Criminal Justice

´´ Homes on streets with poor lighting are at a higher risk of being 
burglarized.

´´ Houses that have been broken into in the past have a higher likeli-
hood of being burglarized again.

´´ Vacant homes are at higher risk for being broken into.

´´ Homes on street corners are at a higher risk for burglary victimization.

Interviews with burglars by Paul Cromwell and his coauthors revealed 
that many of the burglars selected locations to burglarize based on oppor-
tunities.64 The authors highlighted three types of opportunities: (a) Burglars 
just happened to be in the “right spot at the right time,” for example, they 
happened to be somewhere when they noticed an open window; (b) the site 
was a location that the burglar had visited as part of a legitimate role, per-
haps as a worker, a delivery person, or a guest; or (c) the offender cruised 
a neighborhood and identified particular cues about a home that made it 
attractive for a burglary. Some burglaries likely occur because offenders 
know that the homes are vacant.

The “Criminal Justice and the Media” box in this chapter describes a 
case in which a victim’s tweets were believed to play a role in a burglary. 
Perhaps as evidence that opportunistic burglars “think alike,” one study 
found that approximately 1% of all residences in the jurisdiction studied 
“suffered from 29 percent of the burglaries reported to the police” over a 
two-year timeframe.65 The same study found that one-half of the subse-
quent revictimizations occurred within 30 days of the initial victimization. 
Another study also found that “the elevated risk of repeat burglary does 
not last over long time periods.”66

Israel Hyman returned home from a trip to visit relatives 
one spring day and found that his home had been broken 
into and his computer, two displays, and a printer had 
been stolen. After thinking about how a burglar would 
know that his home was empty, he realized that a tweet 
he had made, which automatically changed his Facebook 
status, announced to the world that he was not at home. 
Some observers may be tempted to blame Hyman for 
his misfortunes, but many social media users regularly 
post their location status and updates. In the past, it 
was reported that burglars would search obituaries to 
learn when homes were vacant. Today, they don’t even 

have to buy newspapers to find out this information. Be 
sure to check your Facebook status so that you aren’t 
announcing your home or apartment is empty!
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